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BLS Data: State Labor Force Participation Rate Grows in January 
Wisconsin's employment also increased by 35,100 year over year 

MADISON – The Department of Workforce Development (DWD) today released the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics' (BLS) latest monthly job and unemployment estimates for Wisconsin. The release includes preliminary 
estimates for January 2016 as well as updated monthly estimates for 2015. 

Highlights of today's release of BLS estimates for January 2016 include: 

 Wisconsin's January 2016 Labor Force Participation Rate increased to 68.4% and was 5.7 percentage
points higher than the national rate of 62.7% during the month.

 Total employment increased by 35,100 over the year, meaning more people were employed than ever
before in Wisconsin in January.

 A preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate of 4.6% in January, down from 4.7% in January
2015 and below the national rate of 4.9%. The state's 4.6% rate in January is unchanged from the updated
4.6% unemployment rate in December 2015.

 Wisconsin added an estimated 22,900 private sector jobs and 27,000 total nonfarm jobs from January
2015 to January 2016, according to seasonally adjusted data.

DWD today also released BLS' updated monthly employment estimates covering 2015 and previous years 
showing Wisconsin added 168,200 private-sector jobs since December 2010. BLS adjusted the monthly job 
estimates through an annual process called “benchmarking” to bring the sample-based series into closer alignment 
with actual job counts from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW). The latest available QCEW 
data shows Wisconsin added nearly 30,000 private-sector jobs between September 2014 and September 2015. 

Secretary Allen issued the following statement about today's report: 

“The state's January 2016 unemployment rate is, in large part, a reflection that Wisconsinites are seeing 
opportunity and entering the labor market," Secretary Allen said. "The state's labor force participated at a higher 
rate and more Wisconsinites entered the job market in January when compared to December.  At the Department 
of Workforce Development, our focus will remain on equipping workers with skills to fill openings as the private 
sector continues to add tens of thousands of jobs every year." 

The BLS uses three data sets to measure employment and unemployment: 

 Current Employment Statistics (CES): compiled from a monthly survey sent to about 5,500 employers
(3.5% of Wisconsin employers). CES data has been shown to be subject to significant revision.

 Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS): compiled from a monthly survey of 985 households and
unemployment insurance claims. Measures the labor force, employment, unemployment, and the
unemployment rate.
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 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW): compiled on a quarterly basis from
Unemployment Insurance records from some 96 percent of Wisconsin business establishments.
Considered by most economists to be the most accurate measure of jobs, the QCEW includes data from
almost all employers in Wisconsin.

Other indicators that help illustrate the state of Wisconsin’s economy include: 

 Wisconsin was one of only 10 states with an annual average unemployment rate in 2015 lower than 2007,
the year that the Great Recession began. The state's average annual unemployment rate was 4.6 percent
in 2015 (not seasonally adjusted).

 Wisconsin's average weekly private-sector wages increased by 3.6 percent in the third quarter of 2015
over the same quarter in 2014, representing the 5th highest rate of growth in the nation, tied with
Tennessee.

 The average weekly Initial Unemployment Insurance (UI) claims for 2015 dropped to the lowest level since
1989. 

 Department of Financial Institutions new business formation: The number of new business entities formed
in Wisconsin in 2015 grew by 3.6% percent compared to 2014. As of December 31, 2015, new business 
filings totaled 40,827, compared to 39,395 in 2014.  

Attached are tables that show the (1) December-January LAUS and CES revisions; (2) preliminary January 
estimates and updated December estimates for CES and LAUS; (3) the CES revision history for calendar year 
2015; and (4) QCEW data for the third quarter of 2015, which is the most recent data available.  

Benchmarked CES and LAUS estimates for 2015 and earlier will be accessible online. 

### 

http://worknet.wisconsin.gov/worknet/


1. REVISIONS TO ESTIMATES FROM DECEMBER 2015

Place of Residence Data Prelim Revised Change Prelim Revised Change

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 3,107,100 3,108,700 1,600 3,103,000 3,098,500 -4,500

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE 68.0% 68.1% 0.1% 67.9% 67.9% 0.0%

EMPLOYMENT (1) 2,972,100 2,965,500 -6,600 2,971,200 2,967,200 -4,000

UNEMPLOYMENT 135,000 143,200 8,200 131,800 131,300 -500

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 4.3% 4.6% 0.3% 4.2% 4.2% 0.0%

U.S. Unemployment Rate 5.0% 5.0% 0.0% 4.8% 4.8% 0.0%

Place of Work Data

NONFARM WAGE & SALARY 2,897,700 2,904,100 6,400 2,908,200 2,915,700 7,500

TOTAL PRIVATE 2,483,300 2,491,200 7,900 2,484,300 2,492,700 8,400

GOODS PRODUCING 587,800 588,000 200 582,900 583,000 100

NATURAL RESOURCES & MINING 4,100 3,900 -200 3,900 3,800 -100

CONSTRUCTION 110,200 112,700 2,500 106,500 108,900 2,400

MANUFACTURING 473,500 471,400 -2,100 472,500 470,300 -2,200

Durable Goods 281,100 282,900 1,800 280,800 282,100 1,300

Nondurable Goods 192,400 188,500 -3,900 191,700 188,200 -3,500

SERVICE PROVIDING 2,309,900 2,316,100 6,200 2,325,300 2,332,700 7,400

PRIVATE SERVICE PROVIDING 1,895,500 1,903,200 7,700 1,901,400 1,909,700 8,300

TRADE 427,500 426,000 -1,500 440,600 439,700 -900

TRANS., WAREHOUSING, & UTILITIES 102,700 108,100 5,400 104,500 110,400 5,900

INFORMATION 50,800 49,200 -1,600 51,300 49,500 -1,800

FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 155,800 150,900 -4,900 156,100 151,300 -4,800

PROFESSIONAL & BUSINESS SERVICES 312,400 311,800 -600 311,500 310,800 -700

EDUCATIONAL & HEALTH SERVICES 445,000 440,600 -4,400 447,100 443,100 -4,000

LEISURE & HOSPITALITY 263,900 268,100 4,200 252,900 255,900 3,000

OTHER SERVICES, except Public Admin. 137,400 148,500 11,100 137,400 149,000 11,600

GOVERNMENT 414,400 412,900 -1,500 423,900 423,000 -900

Federal Government 29,100 28,900 -200 29,200 29,100 -100

State Government 96,300 98,000 1,700 100,300 102,500 2,200

Local Government 289,000 286,000 -3,000 294,400 291,400 -3,000

Place of Residence Data Jan-16 (P) Dec-15 (R) Net Change Jan-16 (P) Dec-15 (R) Net Change

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 3,123,000 3,108,700 14,300 3,103,900 3,098,500 5,400

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE 68.4% 68.1% 0.3% 68.0% 67.9% 0.1%

EMPLOYMENT (1) 2,978,300 2,965,500 12,800 2,941,300 2,967,200 -25,900

UNEMPLOYMENT 144,700 143,200 1,500 162,600 131,300 31,300

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 4.6% 4.6% 0.0% 5.2% 4.2% 1.0%

U.S. Unemployment Rate 4.9% 5.0% -0.1% 5.3% 4.8% 0.5%

Place of Work Data

NONFARM WAGE & SALARY 2,903,900 2,904,100 -200 2,839,800 2,915,700 -75,900

TOTAL PRIVATE 2,489,800 2,491,200 -1,400 2,431,300 2,492,700 -61,400

GOODS PRODUCING 586,700 588,000 -1,300 568,800 583,000 -14,200

NATURAL RESOURCES & MINING 4,000 3,900 100 3,500 3,800 -300

CONSTRUCTION 111,700 112,700 -1,000 96,400 108,900 -12,500

MANUFACTURING 471,000 471,400 -400 468,900 470,300 -1,400

Durable Goods 282,000 282,900 -900 281,000 282,100 -1,100

Nondurable Goods 189,000 188,500 500 187,900 188,200 -300

SERVICE PROVIDING 2,317,200 2,316,100 1,100 2,271,000 2,332,700 -61,700

PRIVATE SERVICE PROVIDING 1,903,100 1,903,200 -100 1,862,500 1,909,700 -47,200

TRADE 426,000 426,000 0 422,100 439,700 -17,600

TRANS., WAREHOUSING, & UTILITIES 107,100 108,100 -1,000 105,700 110,400 -4,700

INFORMATION 48,200 49,200 -1,000 48,300 49,500 -1,200

FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 151,000 150,900 100 150,100 151,300 -1,200

PROFESSIONAL & BUSINESS SERVICES 313,600 311,800 1,800 304,900 310,800 -5,900

EDUCATIONAL & HEALTH SERVICES 440,200 440,600 -400 434,200 443,100 -8,900

LEISURE & HOSPITALITY 268,500 268,100 400 249,800 255,900 -6,100

OTHER SERVICES, except Public Admin. 148,500 148,500 0 147,400 149,000 -1,600

GOVERNMENT 414,100 412,900 1,200 408,500 423,000 -14,500

Federal Government 28,800 28,900 -100 28,800 29,100 -300

State Government 97,800 98,000 -200 94,000 102,500 -8,500

Local Government 287,500 286,000 1,500 285,700 291,400 -5,700

*Differences in total may occur as a result of rounding.     (1) Includes Labor Market Disputes (P) = Prelim; (R) = Revised Blue changes are outside margin of error.

Source: Local Area Unemployment Statistics and Current Employment Statistics programs, Bureau of Workforce Information and Technical Support.

Wisconsin Employment and Unemployment Report
DECEMBER 2015 – JANUARY 2016

Seasonally Adjusted Not Seasonally Adjusted

2. MONTHLY ESTIMATES FOR JANUARY 2016

Cautionary note to users: Revised methodological procedures mandated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) force individual state estimates of employment into closer 

alignment with the national estimate.  This change results in larger month-to-month employment change for the states and the information reported by DWD.   



3. HISTORY OF REVISIONS OF ESTIMATES FROM PLACE OF WORK SURVEY

Month-Over-Month Changes

Seasonally Adjusted Prelim Revised Change Prelim Revised Change

January 2015 +1,600 +5,900 +4,300 +200 +7,100 +6,900

February 2015 +15,000 +3,900 (11,100) +10,900 +2,800 (8,100)

March 2015 +4,900 +2,400 (2,500) +1,300 +3,400 +2,100

April 2015 +6,300 (1,600) (7,900) +3,300 (2,000) (5,300)

May 2015 (4,300) +2,000 +6,300 (4,200) +3,400 +7,600

June 2015 (1,600) +1,000 +2,600 (5,300) +600 +5,900

July 2015 +5,000 +3,100 (1,900) (2,000) +3,900 +5,900

August 2015 +10,900 +1,900 (9,000) +2,200 +2,200 +0

September 2015 +10,600 (2,400) (13,000) (600) (2,200) (1,600)

October 2015 +21,700 +19,400 (2,300) +11,000 +15,400 +4,400

November 2015 (7,700) (3,500) +4,200 (6,700) (2,000) +4,700

December 2015 (5,400) +1,000 +6,400 (9,100) (1,200) +7,900

TNF Private

Note:  Prelim = original month-over-month change.  Revised = updated month-over-month change.  The "Change" column 

represents the difference between the prelim month-over-month change and the revised month-over-month change.
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