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Secretary Gassman, Congresswoman Baldwin Jointly Announce Assistance for 
Dislocated Auto-Workers to Seize Future Clean Energy Job Opportunities 

 

In Monroe, State Labor Secretary reinforces shared commitment to put Wisconsin back to work 
 

 
MONROE – Department of Workforce Development (DWD) Secretary Roberta Gassman and 
Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin jointly announced today a federal-state funding partnership to provide 
up to 30 dislocated auto workers job opportunities in clean energy technology. 
 
“Under Governor Doyle’s leadership, Wisconsin is positioning itself to seize clean energy job opportunities, 
catalyzing our state’s economic growth and reducing our dependence on foreign fuels at the same time,” 
Secretary Gassman said during a visit to Orchid International, which specializes in metal stamping and 
die casting. “Governor Doyle is committed to securing resources that will help strengthen Wisconsin’s 
workforce, and the partnership we are announcing today shows how those dollars can help put Wisconsin 
back to work.” 
 
“Putting Wisconsinites back to work is our number one priority,” said Congresswoman Baldwin.  “The federal 
government, at the direction of President Obama, and the state of Wisconsin, under the leadership of 
Governor Doyle, are working tirelessly together – using every tool in our toolbox – to provide support and job 
opportunities for our dislocated workers and their families,” Baldwin said. 
 
Secretary Gassman and Congresswoman Baldwin visited Orchid International to learn about a new clean 
energy engine product the company is developing for General Motors Co. Specifically, Orchid is helping 
to develop lightweight electric engines for GM, which is seeking higher performing and more cost-effective 
technology for its electric vehicles. The engines are slated for 2013 SUV production. 
 
To assist in this new opportunity, the Southwest Wisconsin Workforce Development Board is committing 
up to $100,000 National Emergency Grant (NEG) funding to provide customized training for dislocated 
autoworkers hired by Orchid International to produce the engine. Services under the NEG grant are 
coordinated by DWD and provided through regional Workforce Development Boards. These NEG grant 
dollars are applicable to workers dislocated from specific companies. 
 
When auto industry layoffs occurred in 2008, Governor Doyle acted swiftly to bring resources into 
southwestern Wisconsin that would retrain workers who found themselves without a job through no fault 
of their own. The NEG grant dollars being committed for Orchid International hires are in addition to the 
$13.6 million in NEG grant funds that Governor Doyle announced earlier this week for dislocated workers 
statewide. 
 
“As the economy shows signs of improvement, worker retraining becomes even more critical,” Secretary 
Gassman said. “We have good workers in Wisconsin and retraining gives them the tools they need to 
participate fully in the changing marketplace.” 
 

-30- 


