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DECEMBER LOCAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES ANNOUNCED

METRO AREAS

Madison — Wisconsin’s Department of Workforce Development (DWD) Secretary Roberta Gassman
today announced equal or higher December job levels in all but two of the state’s metropolitan
statistical areas (MSAs) on an annual comparative basis. Appleton and Sheboygan MSAs’ job levels
were down slightly from year ago levels.

“The majority of Wisconsin’s metropolitan areas continue to add jobs year over year,” Secretary
Gassman said. “We continue to work to overcome the challenges faced by some of our communities.”

Year-over-year job gains were the norm across the state for December 2006. The Milwaukee MSA
showed increases over-the-month and over-the-year. Month-to-month data portray the seasonal waxes
and wanes of employment through the state as major market retail employment increases due to
holiday shopping activity and construction employment subsides due to winter weather. Natural
resource, mining and construction jobs decreased in all but one MSA with Fond du Lac levels
unchanged from November.

Reflecting seasonal construction activity patterns, December 2006 unemployment rates in nine of

twelve MSAs increased from the previous month. Only the Racine MSA records an unemployment rate

above five percent, at 5.3% which showed improvement over its 5.4% rate in December 2005.
COUNTIES

Milwaukee and Kenosha counties in the southeast, St. Croix and Pierce counties in the northwest, and

Menominee County had lower unemployment rates in December as compared to November 2006, six

were unchanged and sixty-one Wisconsin counties registered higher December 2006 unemployment
rates compared to November.

--end--
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Employment and Labor Force
Place of Residence Data

Unadjusted labor force estimates

Current Month Ago Year Ago
Total labor force 3,099,500 3,083,800 3,041,200
Employed 2,958,700 2,949,900 2,906,100
Unemployed 140,800 133,900 135,000
Wis. Unemployment Rate 4.5% 4.3% 4.4%
U.S. Unemployment Rate 4.3% 4.3% 4.6%
Adjusted labor force estimates
Current Month Ago Year Ago
Total labor force 3,111,400 3,087,000 3,047,200
Employed 2,959,900 2,940,800 2,899,800
Unemployed 151,500 146,200 147,300
Wis. Unemployment Rate 4.9% 4.7% 4.8%
U.S. Unemployment Rate 4.5% 4.5% 4.9%
Unadjusted Unemployment Rate, by WI Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)
MSA Current Month Ago Year Ago
Wisconsin 4.5 4.3 4.4
Appleton 4.4 4.0 4.2
Eau Claire 4.5 3.9 4.4
Fond du Lac 4.5 4.2 4.3
Green Bay 4.4 4.2 4.5
Janesville 4.9 4.7 5.0
La Crosse 3.8 3.5 3.8
Madison 3.2 3.1 3.0
Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis 4.6 4.7 4.5
Oshkosh-Neenah 4.2 4.2 3.9
Racine 5.3 51 5.4
Sheboygan 3.7 3.7 3.7
Wausau 4.1 3.9 3.6
Place of Work Data
Nonfarm wage and salary estimates, by WI Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), in thousands
MSA Current Month Ago Year Ago
Wisconsin 2890.4 2899.1 2872
Appleton 117.1 117.4 117.6
Eau Claire 82.3 82.6 80.6
Fond du Lac 48.7 48.8 48.7
Green Bay 171.8 172.5 171
Janesville 69.6 69.6 69.6
La Crosse 73.6 73.7 73.6
Madison 354.4 355.5 348.5
Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis 848.3 847.3 838.2
Oshkosh-Neenah 94.9 95.1 93.2
Racine 82.8 83.0 82.3
Sheboygan 63.0 63.1 63.4
Wausau 73.1 72.9 72.7

Source *Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development Office of Economic Advisors
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ADAMS
ASHLAND
BARRON
BAYFIELD
BROWN
BUFFALO
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CALUMET
CHIPPEWA
CLARK
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WISCONSIN COUNTIES
Unemployment Rates

December 2006
(Not Seasonally Adjusted)
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WISCONSIN CITIES

Unemployment Rates

December 2006
(Not Seasonally Adjusted)
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