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Secretary Gassman Joins Workforce Partners in Opening New Job Center

State Workforce Development Secretary Describes
One-Stop Center as Outstanding Community Resource

GREEN BAY - In a grand opening celebration today, Department of Workforce Development
Secretary Roberta Gassman praised the new Northeast Wisconsin Job Center as an outstanding
community resource and comprehensive one-stop center where job seekers and employers can join
forces in growing Wisconsin’s economy.

“Wisconsin’s economy continues to grow by creating good-paying jobs, and Governor Doyle’s latest
budget adds to the economic momentum he established with a winning Grow Wisconsin strategy
early in his first term,” Secretary Gassman said. “As the economy expands and baby boomers retire,
employers need skilled workers. Here at this center, we connect job seekers with those employers
to help further grow our economy.”

With more space available at the new 701 Cherry Street site, DWD’s Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation now provides services through the center. The Division of Worker's Compensation has
a place to hold hearings, and the Secretary’s Office of Economic Advisors also has a presence at the
center.

The cramped previous location on Roosevelt Street had limited space for Division of Employment &
Training programs serving primarily job seekers and dislocated workers, but also Wisconsin Works
(W-2) participants, migrant workers, and others.

Secretary Gassman said the Governor’'s budget, now before the Legislature, continues his agenda of
investing in people, their education, and training to ensure a first rate workforce now and in the
future. Key elements include: the Governor’s Wisconsin Covenant — a promise to all eighth-graders
that if they work hard in high school and make the grade, they will be assured a place in higher
education and a financial aid package based on a family’s financial need; a doubling of the Youth
Apprenticeship program to provide more school-to-work opportunities for high school students; and
increased funding for Wisconsin’s technical colleges to improve worker skills.

Secretary Gassman joined Jim Golembeski, Executive Director of the Bay Area Workforce
Development Board, in the grand opening celebration. Also present were State Senator Dave
Hansen of Green Bay, Brown County Executive Tom Hinz, and Green Bay Mayor Jim Schmitt.
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