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DWD Secretary Newson Announces Intent to Award Over $2 Million  

in Wisconsin Fast Forward Grants to Train Over 3,000 Workers 
 

Almost $6.5 million awarded during Round 3 to train over 6,800 workers in nine industries 
 

MADISON – Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development Secretary (DWD) Reggie Newson today 
announced the DWD's final Round 3 intent to award decisions with over $2 million in worker training grants 
through Governor Scott Walker's Wisconsin Fast Forward (WFF) initiative. The funds will assist 33 employers as 
they equip over 3,000 workers with in-demand skills. 
 
"The Wisconsin Fast Forward program is supporting the development of in-demand skills training for thousands of 
workers throughout Wisconsin," Secretary Newson said. "This program is a proven resource that is fueling 
Wisconsin’s economy." 
 
In July, Secretary Newson announced the availability up to $8 million in grants to support customized training 
opportunities in nine industry sectors. In this final Round 3 announcement, DWD is awarding over $2 million: 
 
• $1,069,860 for six grant awards in health care to train up to 2,344 workers for 6 employers. 
• $376,471 for two grant awards in financial services to train up to 247 workers for 3 employers. 
• $317,475 for four grant awards in information technology to train up to 102 workers at 6 employers. 
• $291,679 for six grant awards in agriculture to train up to 314 workers at 19 employers. 
 
Secretary Newson recently announced the intent to award over $4.4 million grants in the other five industries: 
 
• $3,217,191 for 24 grant awards in manufacturing to train up to 3,109 workers for 26 employers. 
• $619,891 for five grant awards in transportation to train up to 357 workers for 19 employers. 
• $148,516 for three grant awards in construction to train up to 127 workers at 12 employers. 
• $307,333 for 12 grant awards to support small business training needs for up to 177 workers at 18 employers. 
• $123,619 for 3 grant awards in customer service to train up to 49 workers at 6 employers. 
 
Taken together, close to $6.5 million has been awarded during Round 3 to train over 6,800 workers. 
 
Governor Walker in 2013 proposed the $15 million WFF grant initiative, which lawmakers quickly approved with 
overwhelming bipartisan support. WFF encourages partnerships between employers and workforce and economic 
development organizations. The DWD Office of Skills Development administers the program and monitors funded 
projects to ensure that unemployed trainees are hired and incumbent trainees receive a pay increase. 

 
Details on each approved application are available at: http://www.wisconsinfastforward.com/reports.htm. 
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Wisconsin Fast Forward Grant Awards 

Health Care 

Business Partner County Intent to 
Award 

Milwaukee Center for Independence Milwaukee County $393,000 
St. Elizabeth Hospital Foundation Outagamie County $206,702 
Upland Hills Health Iowa County $175,393 
St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care Milwaukee County $166,678 
ContinuUS Richland County $85,129 
Coulee Region Adult Day Center La Crosse County $42,928 
TOTAL  $1,069,830 

 
Financial Services 

Business Partner County Intent to 
Award 

State Collections Service, Inc. Dane County $360,000 
Heart of Wisconsin Community Incubator Wood County $16,471 
TOTAL  $376,471 

 
Information Technology 

Business Partner County Intent to Award 
North Central Wisconsin Workforce 
Development Board, Skyward Inc., 
Sentry Insurance, and Delta Dental Portage County $189,642 

Blackthorne Capital Management  
Walworth & Jefferson 
Counties $81,000 

Tricore Racine County $22,500 
Ictect, Inc. Racine County $24,333 
TOTAL  $317,475 

 
Agriculture 

Business Partner County Intent to Award 

DOMTAR, A.W. LLC --- Mill Workers Wood County $136,339 
DOMTAR, A.W. LLC --- Maintenance 
Workers Wood County $109,290 
DOMTAR, A.W. LLC --- Machine 
Operators Wood County $14,590 
DOMTAR, A.W. LLC --- Incumbent 
Workers Wood County $12,265 
DOMTAR, A.W. LLC – Human 
Resources Wood County $5,858 
Workforce Development Board of 
South Central WI, Northwest 
Wisconsin Workforce Investment 
Board, Wisconsin Agriculture 
Education Workforce Council, Andy’s 
Deli Corporation, and Bayfield Food 
Producers Cooperative Bayfield County $13,337 
TOTAL  $291,679 

 
GRAND TOTAL $ 2,055,455 
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