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Dear Members of the Joint Committee on Finance:

| come before you today to express my support for the funding Governor Walker included in the budget bill, AB40,
specific to the Department of Workforce Development. It is clear our Governor has placed a great deal of
importance on improving the state’s economy and supporting the Wisconsin workforce. We are his partners in this
effort and we appreciate the opportunity he has placed before us.

We will be able to continue the state’s Apprenticeship and Veterans in Piping Program thanks to the budget
allocation before you. The $2.1 million in GPR will allow the agency to continue to place apprentices with the state’s
trade unions and in the case of the Veterans in Piping Program, guarantee graduates a job making significantly more
than the state’s average wage.

We also will be able to continue to serve individuals with barriers to employment through our Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation. DVR serves over 40,000 individuals in the state fiscal year. The Governor's budget recommends
maintaining level program support for the federal match of approximately $4 for every $1 GPR, resulting in an
additional $3.05 million over the biennium.

The Governor proposed increasing the weekly work search actions from two to four for Ul claimants and we believe
this will not only help connect the unemployed to employment more quickly which has a positive implication for the
economy on a number of levels, but it will also help relieve additional pressure on the Ul trust fund. For example,
the one-week wait for benefits included in the last biennial budget bill saved the Ul trust fund $45 million in 2012.
Simply moving claimants from unemployment to employment one week faster should reap a similar outcome.

Helping Ul claimants connect with employment is a primary function of DWD and with Governor Walker’s support,
we have come before you with a request for moving the sunset date on 37 federally funded re-employment service
positions out two years from 2013 to 2015. While there is no fiscal impact on the state’s general purpose revenue,
this request allows us to continue to serve Ul claimants at our job centers through our highly-rated re-employment
sessions.

Finally, | would be remiss if | didn’t mention Wisconsin Fast Forward which is the flexible training grant program you
passed unanimously out of this committee in late February and also supported in your respective houses in March.
We firmly believe the $20 million GPR allocation attached to that legislation will change the way our agency
connects jobseekers to jobs in a very profound way. Our hands will no longer be bound by stringent requirements
attached to federal funding and this new-found freedom will allow us to react to employer-demands much quicker
and more effectively. We know the state is “Open for Business” and Wisconsin Fast Forward is further evidence of
that fact.

Thank you for supporting our GPR requests, both past and present. | would be happy to take questions at this time.
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