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Secretary Gassman Awards First of Six Training Grants, $600,000 for 
Emerging Industries, Governor Doyle’s Latest Grow Investments 

 

 Training for jobs of the future in biotech, renewable energy, advanced manufacturing 
 

MADISON – On behalf of Governor Jim Doyle, Department of Workforce Development (DWD) Secretary 
Roberta Gassman today awarded a $100,000 workforce training grant to help fledging biotech firms repeat 
the success of companies like TomoTherapy Incorporated, an investment to create new jobs and develop a 
thriving biotech sector in Wisconsin. 
 
“Madison and Wisconsin are leaders in biotechnology, even in the midst of the national recession,” 
Secretary Gassman said in announcing the grant at TomoTherapy. “The strategic investment Governor 
Doyle is making today will help generate a new wave of biotech firms, here and elsewhere, creating new 
jobs in communities around the state.” 
 
The award is the first of six $100,000 grants, initiating a second round of Governor Doyle’s Emerging 
Industries Skills Partnership grants. In all, approximately 300 workers will receive training, meeting the 
needs of over 30 employers statewide in biotechnology, renewable energy and advanced manufacturing. 
Governor Doyle included new EISP funding in the nearly $6 million worker training package he announced 
in March. 
 
The $100,000 grant awarded to the Workforce Development Board of South Central Wisconsin will be 
matched by $100,350 from BioForward, formerly the Wisconsin Biotechnology and Medical Device 
Association. The $200,350 project will provide training to 50 individuals, scientists who are experts in their 
field of research, but need training on starting a business, hiring, developing staff and succeeding in a 
competitive global economy.  
 
“Startup companies need assistance in the early stages,” Secretary Gassman said. “In partnership with 
BioForward, our goal is to help them succeed, keep them here in Wisconsin, creating and growing jobs.” 
 
TomoTherapy began about 12 years ago with three employees. Today, TomoTherapy is a global 
corporation, employing 700 people in the manufacture of medical equipment, including Hi-Art imaging and 
radiation treatment system.  
 
TomoTherapy and the University of Wisconsin Small Business Development Center will provide the training, 
open to BioForward members from around the state, not only south central Wisconsin. The funding will also 
support curriculum development, allowing for more individuals to be trained statewide in the future. 
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