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Secretary Gassman Honors DWD Employees for Service to Veterans

Madison — Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development (DWD) Secretary Roberta
Gassman today recognized DWD employees from around the state for outstanding service to
veterans in need of job training and placement.

"Governor Doyle is committed to providing the best service to the men and women of Wisconsin
who put our nation first and answered the call,” Secretary Gassman said. “And the DWD
employees recognized and honored today on his behalf are doing just that, putting forth the
extra effort and more to help veterans find work, begin careers and enjoy the rights and
privileges they volunteered to defend.”

In all, 23 DWD employees were honored for their service to veterans. During the ceremony at
the department, Secretary Gassman paid tribute to each, noting their pro-active efforts,
particularly in the Hire Vets First and Helmets to Hardhats initiatives, and their success in
placing veterans in jobs with good pay and benefits.

In 2004, Congress amended the Jobs for Veterans Act to let states use a small portion of their
job service funding for incentive awards honoring outstanding service to veterans. While some
states give cash, Wisconsin developed an incentive award fund allowing individuals to purchase
work-related equipment. Individuals can receive up to $1,500 for equipment at work, but some
decline, content with a commendation.

The award winners are: Gene Degner, Baraboo; Dean Kaupe, Fond du Lac; Jeanie Ablard and
Ann Shoening, Fox Cities; Scott Lee, Hayward; Rich Golliher, Jesus Guerrero, Monica
Littlegeorge, Tom Swoboda and Mark Wurl, all of Madison; Pam Basler, Tom Jones, Rose
Heinz, Curt Sattler and Mirca Van Den Elsen, all of Menasha; Stan Kogutkiewicz, Gloria Mitchell
and Harlow Reseburg, all of Milwaukee; Gary Meyer, Oshkosh; Carl Bogar, Carl Fenner and
Rene' O'Connor, all of Racine; and Bob Gill, Stevens Point.
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