
Dear Ms. Vegoe: the Wisconsin Rehabilitation Association (WRA) board is requesting that you 
as the chair of the Wisconsin Rehabilitation Council (WRC), read the following statement during 
the public comment portion of the July 16th, 2015 WRC meeting. 
  
Based on reports from stakeholders, persons with disabilities, and rehabilitation partners, it 
appears that the Wisconsin Division of Vocational Rehabilitation is making substantive changes 
to their service delivery practices regarding farmers and transportation services without 
conducting public hearings to seek input on these changes.  
  
In researching the matter further, the WRA board noted that the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act left the public participation requirement from the Rehabilitation Act of 1998 
unchanged. See below: 
 
Public Participation Requirements 
(§ 361.20) 
Statute: Section 101(a)(16)(A) of the Act requires that the State plan provide that the designated State agency, prior 
to the adoption or amendment of any policies or procedures governing the provision of VR services under the State 
plan, must conduct public meetings throughout the State to provide the public, including individuals with 
disabilities, an opportunity to comment on the policies or procedures, and actively consult with agencies and 
organizations involved in the vocational rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities. This requirement remains 
unchanged by WIOA. 
  
We ask that the Wisconsin Rehabilitation Council (working on behalf of Wisconsin 
residents with disabilities) review, analyze, and advise DVR regarding the need for 
public hearings to discuss the substantive policy/practice changes that are currently 
occurring and the impact that they are having in regards to providing quality services to 
people with disabilities. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
The Wisconsin Rehabilitation Association Board a State Chapter of National Rehabilitation 
Association  
 
http://www.wra-org.org/site/ 

http://www.wra-org.org/site/

