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2013 Wisconsin Act 114
[2013 Senate Bill 337]

Professional Credentials

EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS

The Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) and various boards under
DSPS administer Wisconsin's professional credentialing laws. Under prior law, for many
credentials, a candidate was required to complete postsecondary education or other training to
be eligible to sit for the examination for the credential.

2013 Wisconsin Act 114 prohibits DSPS, or a board under DSPS, from requiring a
person to complete postsecondary education or another training program before the person is
eligible to take an examination for a credential. However, an applicant for licensure as a
registered nurse or licensed practical nurse must receive approval from the applicant’s school
of nursing in order to take the licensure examination before graduation. Furthermore, the Act
creates an exception from the prohibition for the examination for a real estate appraiser
certification or license issued by the Real Estate Appraisers Board. Before submitting an
application for a licensed or certified real estate appraiser credential, an individual must
successfully complete the requisite number of education hours required by rule.

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS BY THE BOARD OF NURSING

The Board of Nursing has the authority to conduct disciplinary proceedings and to
revoke, limit, suspend, or deny the renewal of a license or certificate granted by the board for
certain types of misconduct, subject to rules promulgated by the board. The Act provides that
the board may also deny the initial license or certificate of an applicant for certain types of
misconduct, subject to rules promulgated by the board.

This memo provides a brief description of the Act. For more detailed information,
consult the text of the law and related legislative documents at the Legislature’s Web site at: http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov.
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2013 WISCONSIN ACT 114

AN ACTo repeald449.05 (intro.), 451.06 (2), 452.09 (3) (e), 454.07 (3), 454.24 (3) and 456.04 (iatrerjumber
442.04(4) (a),449.05 (1m), 449.05 (2m), 451.06 (1), 456.04 (1), 456.04 (2), 456.04 (3) and 45604e@)mber
and amend441.04, 441.06 (1), 441.07 (1), 441.10 (1), 441.10 (3) (a), 442.04 (4) (bm), 442.04 (4) (c), 442.04 (5),
449.04(1), 450.03 (2), 450.04 (3) (intro.), 450.04 (3) (a), 450.04 (3) (b¥&a6Md3;to amend39.393 (1) (c), 253.10
(7),441.15 (3) (a) (intro.), 441.16 (2), 445.045 (1) (g), 449.04 (title), 449.055 (5) and 459t86€Pgal and recre
ate441.07 (title); ando create440.071, 441.07 (1c), 441.10 (3) (a) 6. and 456.03 (5) dftdtatesrelating to:
examinatiorrequirements for various professional credentials and powers of the Board of Nursing.

The people of the state of Mtonsin, represented in SecTioN 3. 440.071 of the statutes is created to read:
senateand assemblydo enact as follows: 440.071 No degree completion requirement to sit
for examination. (1) Except as provided under sub. (2),
the department oa credentialing board or other board in
SectioN 1. 39.393 (1) () of thetatutes is amended thedepartment magot require a person to complete any
toread: postsecondargducation or other program before the
39.393(1) (c) A program in this statiat confers a  personis eligible to take an examination for a credential
2nd degree that wilmake the person eligible-to- $ir the department or credentialing boardather board in
examinatiorlicensureunder s—441.0441.060r 441.10. the department grants or issues.

SecTioN 2. 253.10 (7) ofthe statutes is amended to (2) This section does not apply to an examination for
read: a real estate appraiser certification under s. 458.06 or
253.10(7) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE. Noperson is liable  licenseunder s. 458.08.
undersub. (5) or (6) or under s. 441.07 (19) (f), 448.02 SecTioN 4. 441.04 of the statutes is renumbered

(3) (a), or 457.26 (2) (gnfpr failure under sub. (3) (c) 2. 441.06(1) (a) and amended to read:

d. to provide the printed materials describiecub. (3) 441.06(1) (a) Requﬁuesiep%mmaugnas%rs—
(d) to a woman or for failure under sub. (3) (c) 2. d., e., terednurse--Any-person-who-has-graduatéde appli

f., fm., or g. todescribe the contents of the printed materi cantgraduatesrom a high school or its equwalent as
alsif the person has made a reasonably diligettab determinedy the board;-does

obtain the printed materials undsub. (3) (e) and s. (b) The applicant doasot have an arrest apnvic
46.245and the department and the county departmenttion record, subject to ss11.321, 11.322 and 11.335,
unders. 46.215, 46.22, or 46.23 have not made the holds

printedmaterials available at thigne that the person is (c) The applicant holda diploma of graduation from
requiredto give them to the woman. an accredited school of nursingnd, if the school is

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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locatedoutside this state, submiégvidence of general 441.07(1c) Subject to the rules promulgated under
andprofessional educational qualificatioo@mparable  s.440.03 (1), the board ma&pnduct investigations and
to those required ithis state at the time of graduation hearinggo determine whether a person has violated this

mawrpplyte%hedepartmenﬁepheens&%byﬂ%beard aschapteror a rule promulgated under this chapter

nt of SecTioN 9. 441.10 (1) of the statutes is renumbered

(d) The appllcant paythe fee specified-undan s. 441.10(3) (a) 1. and amended to read:
440.05(1) shall-be-entitled to-examination 441.10(3) (a) 1. ‘Prerequisites-for-examination as

SecTion 5. 441.06 (1) of the statutes is renumbered licensedpractical-nurses. - A-person-wideapplicant
441.06(1) (intro.) and amended to read: is 18 years of age or oldetoes

441.06(1) (intro.) -AnSubject to s. 441.0@Aq). the 2. The applicant doe®ot have amrrest or conviction
boardshall grant dicense as a registered nurse to an record,subjectto ss. 11.321, 11.322 and 11.335,-has
applicantfor licensure-asregistered-nurseho com 3. The applicant hasompleted 2 years of higithool
plieswith all of the followingrequirements-of thissub  orits equivalent as determined by the board-and-holds
chapterand-satisfactorily-passes.an 4. The applicant holda diploma of graduation from

(e) The applicant passes teramination-shallinder an accredited school for licensed practical nurses
S.441.05 tareceive a license as a registered nurse in thisapprovedby thatthe board,-may-apply-to-the-board for

state. The applicant may not take the examinabefore licensingas-a-licensed-practical- nurse,—and.—uponr pay
receivinga diploma under pafc) unless the applicant mentofthe-examination

obtainsa certificate of approval to take thgamination 5. The applicant pays ttfee specified in s. 440.05

from the school of nursinthe applicant attends and sub  (1);shall-be-entitled-to-take-an-examination

mits that certificate to the board prior to examination (ag) Any school for licensed practical nurses, in order
(Im) The holder of-sucla license as a reqistered to be accredited, mustfef a course of not less th&@n

nurseunder the lawsf another state or territory prow months.

ince of Canada may be granted a license as a registered Section 10. 441.10(3) (a) of the statutes is renum

nursein this statevithout examination if the holdercre bered441.10 (3) (a) (intro.) and amended to read:

dentialsof general and professional educatiomalifi- 441.10(3) (a) (intro.) -On-complying-with-this-sub

cations and other qualifications are comparable to thosechapterrelating-to-applicantSubject tos. 441.07 (1q9),
requiredin this stateduring the same period and if the theboard shall grard license as a licensed practical nurse
boardis satisfied from the holder employment angdro- to an applicanfor licensure-as-licensed-practical-nurses,

fessionakecordthat the holder is currently competentto andpassing-an-examination, the applicant shall-receive a
practicethe profession. The board shall evaluate the cre licenseas-alicensed-practical-nurgeho satisfies all of
dentialsand determine the equivalency auinpetency  thefollowing conditions:

in each case. The application for licenswithout (ar) The holder of-thalicense under this subsection
examinatiorshall beaccompanied by the fee prescribed is a “licensed practical nurse” and maypend the letters
in s. 440.05 (2). “L.P.N.” to his or her nameThe board may reprimand
SeCTION 6. 441.07 (title) of the statutes is repealed or may limit, suspendyr revoke the license of a licensed
andrecreated to read: practicalnurse under s. 441.07.
441.07 (title) Disciplinary proceedings and SecTioN 11. 441.10 (3) (a) 6of the statutes is created
actions. toread:

SeCTION 7. 441.07 (1) of the statutes is renumbered 441.10(3) (a) 6. The applicant passes the examina
441.07(1g), and 441.07 (1g) (intro.), as renumbered, is tion under sub. (2) for licensure as a licenpeaktical
amendedo read: nursein this state. The applicant may not take the

441.07(1g) (intro.) -The board magfter disciplinary examinationbefore receiving a diploma under subd. 4.

proceedingsonducted-in-accordance-wilubject to the  unless the applicant obtains a certificafeapproval to
rules promulgated under s. 440.03 (1), the board may take the examination from the school of nursing the

denyan initial license orevoke, limit, suspendyr deny applicantattends and submits that certificedehe board

therenewal of a license of a registered nursajuese— prior to examination.
midwife, or-a licensed practical nurse,-maieny arini- SecTION 12. 441.15 (3) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is

tial certificate orrevoke, limit, suspend,or deny_the amended to read:
renewalof a certificate to prescribe drugs or devices 441.15(3) (a) (intro.) -TheSubject to s. 441.07 (19),
grantedunder s. 441.160r mayreprimand a registered theboard shall grant a license to engage in the practice of
nurse, nurse—midwifegr licensedpracticalnurse, if the nurse—midwiferyto any person licenseas a registered
boardfinds that the-persoapplicant or licenseeom nurseunder this subchapter oranparty state, as defined
mitted any of the following: in s. 441.50 (2) (j), who does all of the following:
SecTioN 8. 441.07(1c) of the statutes is created to SeEcTION 13. 441.16 (2) of the statutes is amentizd
read: read:
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441.16(2) TheSubject to s. 441.07 (19). theard aredesigned taneasure only the ability to perform com
shallgrant a certificate to issue prescription orders to an petentlyas an accountant. The examining board may use

advancedractice nurse who meets the educatiirn- the examination service provided by the American insti
ing, and examination requirements established by the tute of Certified Public Accountants.
boardfor a certificate to issue prescription ordeasd SecTioN 18. 445.045 (1) (g) of the statutes is

who pays the fee specified undsr 440.05 (1). An  amendedo read:

advancedractice nurse certified under this section may 445.045(1) (g) The person must have successfully

provide expedited partner therapyn the manner  passeda comprehensive examination conducted by the

describedn s. 448.035. exammmgboard as requwed by S. 445, 04—'Fheexamma
SECTION 14. 442.04 (4) (a) of thetatutes, as fafcted 2\Y ol

by 2013 Wisconsin Act 21is renumbered 442.04 (5) (a). %gean&mertuary%eheeHnstﬁueﬁenﬂandhregardless of
SeCTION 15. 442.04 (4) (bm) of the statutese&um theage-of the-applicant.

bered442.04 (5) (b) 3. and amended to read: SEcTION 19. 449.04 (title) of the statutes is amended
442.04(5) (b) 3. —A-person-may-nottake the-examina to read:

tion-leading-to-the certificate to-practice-aseatified 449.04 (title) Examination and licensure.

publicaccountant unless-tfihe person has completed SecTioN 20. 449.04 (1) of the statutes is renumbered

atleast 15Gemester hours of education with an account 449.04(1) (intro.) and amended to read:

ing concentration at an institution, and has received a  449.04(1) (intro.) LicensesThe examiningboard

bachelor'sor higher degree with an accountiogn may grant a licensto engage in the practice of optometry
centrationfrom an institution, except as provided in.par shall-be-issuednly to-persona persowho-passatisfies
(c). all of the following conditions:

SeCTION 16. 442.04(4) (c) of the statutes is renum (c) The person passes examination approved or
bered442.04 (5) (c) and amended to read: conducted)y the examining boardAmappheaanho

442.04(5) (c) If an applicant has a bacheé®or
higherdegree from an institution, and satisfies the other a
conditionsunder par(b), but does not have an accounting paymemef

concentratiomequired in parbm)(b) 3, theexamining (d) The person paytbe fee specified in s. 440.05 (1).

board may review such other educatioredperience SecTioN 21. 449.05 (intro.) of the statutes is

from an institution as the applicant preseasl, if the repealed.

examiningboard determines that such otk&perience SECTION 22. 449.05 (1m) of the statutesrsnum

providesthe reasonable equivalence of an accounting bered449.04 (1) (a).

concentratiomequired in parbm)(b) 3, theexamining SECTION 23. 449.05 (2m) of the statutesrsnum

boardshall-apprev@rant a certificate as a certifipdb bered449.04 (1) (b).

lic accountant tohe applicantfor-examination SECTION 24. 449.055(5) of the statutes is amended
SecTION 17. 442.04 (5) of the statutes is renumbered to read:

442.04(5) (b) (intro.) and amended to read: 449.055(5) The person satisfies the requirements

442.04(5) (b) (intro.) The examining board may not unders.-449.0%49.04 (1) (a) and (b)
granta certificate as a certified public accountantto any  Section 25. 450.03 (2) of the statutes is renumbered

person other than a person whgagisfies all of the fel 450.03(2) (intro.) and amended to read:
lowing conditions: 450.03(2) (intro.) TheExcept as provided in s.
1. The person i%8 years of age or oldatoes 450.10 theboard shall issue a license as a pharmacist to

2. The person doasot have an arrest or conviction any person who-files-satisfactoproof of qualifications
record,subjectio ss. 11.321, 11.322, and 11.335;-and,  unders.450.04 (3), passeses all of the following:

exeept (c) Passethe examination under s. 450.04-and-pays
4. Exceptas provided in s. 442.05, thersorhas suc (d) Paysthe fee specified in s. 440.05(1),-except as

cessfullypassed an examination in such subjedectf provided-unders.-450.10

ing accountancy as the examining board considersneces  SecTioN 26. 450.04 (3)(intro.) of the statutes is

sary. The-examining-boamhay not grant the certificate  renumbered50.04 (3) and amended to read:

unl%ssth%apphean%ha 450.04 (3) Every candidate for examination for
5. The person heat least one year of public account licensureas a pharmacist shall submit an application on

ing experience or its equivalent, teaficiency of the aform provided by the department and pay the fee speci

experienceor the equivalency to be judged by the fiedins. 440.05 (1) at least 30 days before the date of

examiningboard. examination.Every-candidate-shall-also-submitproof to
(d) The examinindpoard shall ensure that evaluation theboard-thathe orshe:
proceduresand examinations under this subsectwoa SECTION 27. 450.04(3) (a) of the statutes is renum

nondiscriminatoryrelate directlyto accountangyand bered450.03 (2) (a) and amended to read:
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450.03(2) (a) Has received a professiomEgree
from a pharmacy program approved by the board; and

SecTION 28. 450.04(3) (b) of the statutes is renum
bered450.03 (2) (b) and amended to read:

450.03(2) (b) Has completed an internship in the
practice of pharmacy orhas practical experience
acquiredin anothesstate-whichthatis comparable to that
includedin an internship and-whidghatis approvednd
verified by the board or by the agency-whitiatis the
equivalentof the board in the state in which the practical
experiencevas acquired.

SeCTION 29. 451.06 (1) of the statutes is renumbered
451.06.

SecTioN 30. 451.06 (2) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTion 31. 452.09 (3) (e) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTION 32. 454.07 (3) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTION 33. 454.24 (3) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTIoN 34. 456.03 of the statutes is renumbered
456.03(intro.) and amended to read:

456.03 Licenses. (intro.) An applicanfor a license
as a nursing home administrator who does all of the fol
lowing andhas successfully complied with-thay other
requirementgor licensure under thishapter-and-passed
theexaminatiorshall be granted a license by the examin
ing board, certifying that the applicant has ntleé¢

_4_
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requirement®f the laws and rules entitling the applicant
to serve, act, practicand otherwise hold himself or her
self out as a duly licensed nursing home administrator

SecTioN 35. 456.03(5) of the statutes is created to
read:

456.03(5) Passes the examination under s. 456.05.

SecTiON 36. 456.04 (intro.) of the statutes is
repealed.

SecTioN 37. 456.04 (1) of the statutes is renumbered
456.03(1).

SecTioN 38. 456.04 (2) of the statutes is renumbered
456.03(2).

SecTION 39. 456.04 (3) of the statutes is renumbered
456.03(3).

SecTioN 40. 456.04 (4) of the statutes is renumbered
456.03(4).

SecTIiOoN 41. 459.26 (3) of the statutes is amentizd
read:

459.26(3) An individual is not eligible for examina

tion unless he or she-has-satisfied-the-requirements for
licensureunder-s.-459.24(2) (a)to(d)-or(3){a)to(d),and

atleast 30 days before the date of examination, submits
an application for examination to the department on a
form provided by the department and pays thesfesi
fiedin s. 440.05 (1).
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